
Seventh-Grade Science 

Mr. Pennoyer, Room A231 

Dear 7th-Graders, 

 Welcome to science class. I am looking forward to a fun and an exciting year. We will be 
studying a variety of topics including density, topographic maps, chemical changes and human 
anatomy. Many of the topics include activities that require you to make measurements, record 
observations, organize data and present results. We will begin the school year with a few activities 
that will allow you to review and practice your measurement skills before beginning our main 
units.  
 To be successful you must come to class prepared, work cooperatively with your 
classmates and follow some basic rules. Below is a brief summary of things you should know and 
do in science. Please read this with a parent and write down any questions you may have about 
this information or anything else you may want to know.  

Bring to Class Every Day 

 Green Composition Journal 
 Green loose-leaf binder (student planner) 
 Student planner 
 two sharpened pencils  
 textbook with cover (when issued)  

 

For the Following Items: 

Composition Journal – Write your full name, your block and “Science 7” on front label. 

1. DO NOT TEAR ANY PAGES FROM YOUR JOURNAL.  

2. All entries must have a date and title – such as “Do Now”, “Homework”, “Notes” …. 

3. Use pages in chronological order – don’t skip around. 

4. If page isn’t filled, skip two lines before beginning a new entry. 

5. Optional to write on one or two sides of paper. 

* Purchase additional journals as needed - Do not throw old one. 

Green loose-leaf Binder (1.5 inch vinyl covered) - Full name, block and"Science-7" written 

  on cover and spine. 

Four (4) Tabbed sections for your  loose-leaf binder. 
1. Handouts  
2. Homework  (for assignments not done in your journal) 
3. Projects  
4. Reference  
* Please binder replace if rings are broken or cover excessively damaged. 

      Graded binder and journal checks  

  __ Binder cleanouts in class - all papers go into a student hanging folder. 

Textbook – When issued, bring it to class every day and keep covered.  

 

 



 

Class Routines 

Entering Class: 

1. Go to your assigned seat and take out all materials as required 
2. If you have a book bag, place it on the shelf next to the door. 
3. Place homework on desk 
4. Record next day’s homework in planner 
5. Complete the “DO NOW” as instructed 
6. Review Notes from previous day(s) 

 
General Rules: 

1. Please ask before you touch - things on my desk and elsewhere around the room. 
2. Respect all property including what belongs to your classmates, the school and to you. 
3. Treat all substances including water as a dangerous chemical. 
4. Be respectful of all your classmates and their right to learn. 
5. Teacher dismisses the class not the bells- no jump ups! 

 

 

Please deposit all cell phones in the "Cell Phone BOX" on my desk.  If you use your 
cell phone to record homework, you may retrieve it for that purpose and then 
return it to the box. If we are using cell phones in class for timers or a quick search, 
I will notify you ahead of time or allow you to go to your locker to retrieve it.   
Homework 

1. Homework assigned daily. It may include a review of notes, reading assignments, 
studying vocabulary, looking something up online, completing a lab or organizing one’s 
binder. A missed or incomplete assignment may mean a “stamp” in your planner. 
Please have the stamp signed that night by a parent and show me the completed work 
at 2:15 the following day.  
 

 Write the homework assignment in your planner every day. If for some reason you 
did not record the assignment, call a classmate or check the homework website. If 
for some reason you are unable to complete an assignment, have a parent , sign 
your planner. Remember, you are still responsible for completing the assignment.  
 

 All homework that is not done in your journal should be written on 8.5 x 11 lined 
paper and kept in your binder in the homework section. I will not accept homework 
written on PAPER TORN FROM YOUR JOURNAL.  

 

 Headings to include your full name, block and date and the content such as  
"Homework" followed by a brief description such as page and question numbers as 
the title. 

 

 

First 5 minutes- 

SHH! 

  



2. Answering open-response or short answer: Please use complete sentences.  

 Use the steal and slide method to answer questions. 

 Define science related terms especially those from the reading or class notes. It 
takes an extra sentence but adds to the quality and depth of your answer. 

 When possible, use data/numbers to support your answers.  

 All typed assignments must be in Times Roman, size 12 and double space. If your 
handwriting is difficult to read, I may ask you to type all your assignments.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Lab Partners 

You will always be working with a partner or partners during labs and investigations. The 

number of persons in each group will depend on the availability of materials and the nature of 

the activity. During the course of the year you will work with every student in the class at least 

once. While it's expected that chores will be divided amongst the members of your group, 

everyone will complete and submit the written portions of the report or worksheet. 

Class work  

Complete all worksheets and draw diagrams in PENCIL. Unlike your language arts class, pencil is 
the preferred writing utensil for science class. If you are using a pen for notes and homework, 
blue or black ink only.  

Grades

Homework 10% 

Quizzes 10% 

Tests 40% 

Labs reports, packets and projects 30% 

Participation 10%  - discussion, group work, class rules and preparedness 

 

Test Retakes 

You have one week to retake tests less than a 70 for a grade no higher than a 70. Before retaking a 
test students must turn in a correction sheet. Each incorrect question should be numbered, 
written and answered correctly. If the format of the question is a multiple choice, completion or 
matching type, the answer must include an explanation for the correct answer. 

 

 

 

 

 



Topics of Study  

 Properties of Matter: Density and Buoyancy 

 Plate Tectonics – Major Landforms  

 Topographic Models 

 Chemistry – atoms, molecules and reactions 

 Cells and Systems 

 Earth's Changing Surface 

 Heating the Earth’s Surface 

 

Miscellaneous 

Extra Help – I am available afterschool for help Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Homework Website – Google classroom 

Vocabulary lists on Quizlet: https://quizlet.com/subject/hornets7science/ or given link. 

 

 Science Heading 

 

“DTL” means draw, title and label. All diagrams, graphs and tables must be titled. 

 Science/math format – used for solving math problems in science when   
           formulas are required. 
 
  Problem: What is the volume of a block that measures 3cm x 2cm x 2cm? 

  V = l x w x h      3 cm                                3.0 cm 
       X2 cm                    2.0 cm 
      V= 3cm x 2cm x 2cm    6 cm2 
                 2.0cm 
  V= 12 cm3      6 cm2 
               X2 cm                                          
       12 cm3     
         

                      *Always – Write the formula, substitute the values, answer with units,  

                          DTL a diagram, show the math setup and check it with a calculator! 

 

 

                                John Doe                                                                                                    Sept. 9, 2020 
                               A- Block 

                            
Homework:  

Ans. Q's  1-4 pg. 10 

 

https://quizlet.com/subject/hornets7science/


 

     Diagrams Titled and labeled            Data table – Titled and Labeled 

 

 

 Cornell Notes in Journal            Coloring a  Diagram 

 

Short Answer Questions in Journal 

 

 

 

 

Lines 

drawn 

w/ ruler 


